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Co m,liments of the (d ito rs
POWER and MY COUNSELLOR
EDITOR'S NOTE: On April 18, 1942,
with 78 other American fliers from
an aircraft carrier in the Pacific, he
fiew in the first bombing raid over
the Japanese mainland. A bombardier under General Jimmy Doolittle,
he could hardly wait to reach his
target-for above everything he
hated the Japanese people. He'd
blow them to bits. His hate doubled
and redoubled when his bomber ran
out of gas and he found himself in a
Japanese prison camp: here he was
beaten, half starved, kept in solitary
confinement. Six months later three
of his companions were shot by a
firing squad-and again this American, atheist that he claimed to be, felt
his hate double . Fourteen months
later his best friend, Bob Meder,
died of slow starvation. What h e

wouldn't do to the Japanese if he had
a chance!
Then, something happened. Searching philosophically for the answer to
hatred in the hearts of men, he boldly
asked a guard for a Bible, got it, and
three weeks later, in June 1944, he
sun·endered his heart and life to the
Lord Jesus Christ, the answer to al!
of men's problems. With Christ in
the heart, the prisoner found, hatred
leaves, has no place, evidenced by his
announcement after 40 months' imprisonment that he planned to return
to Japan as a Gospel missionary
after necessary vreparation. That,
indeed, was news to hard-bitten
newsmen. PowER told the story in
February 1947. Now, today POWER
brings you up to date in the following report
written by
the ex-flier himself
Jacob De Shazer
AFTER RETURNING TO the
States in 1946 and telling my mother
and friends that I was going back to
Japan as a missionary, I was surprised at the great amount of interest
shown toward my plans.
Lowell Thomas told about my
story on the radio, and a wealthy
munitions manufacturer promised to
pay all my expenses in school. Other
publicity helped to draw large
crowds when -I went any place to
speak. This encouraged me, sure ;
but it frightened me, too, for I knew
I wasn't much of a speaker. But
just the same, I told what God had
done for me.
Two months after my release from
prison I -was enrolled in Seattle Pacific College. Here at this missionaryminded school, God gave me a Christian wife and before Florence and I
had finished school a baby boy was
born to us.
In three years the Lord had helped
me complete a four-year college
course.
And so it was, that early dawn on
Dec. 28, 1948, my wife, Florence, and
I stood on the deck of the USS General Meigs watching breathlessly as
the dim outline of the islands of
Honshu, Japan, appeared in the distance. The ship moved closer, the
sun arose, and we could distinguish
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wooden, unpainted buildings. We
were struck by the strangeness of
seeing buildings without any sign of
paint. But perhaps many strange
experiences were ahead of us in this
foreign land where we were going to
tell that "The Light of the World is
Jesus."
Now, more than two and a half
years later, we look back and know
we were right. For things began happening before we set foot on Japanese soil.
By the time we were entering
Yokohama Port, Paul, our little son,
was up and we were looking at the
strange crowd of people on the dock.
A man with a movie camera yelled,
"Are you De Shazer?" and soon was
taking shots for the American newsreel.
Then reporters came aboard, and
for almost two hours we answered
questions they fired. "Why are you
coming to a country where the people held you prisoner and treated
you badly?"
"God called me to tell the Japanese
people about Jesus." That answer
was easy.
'·How did God call you?"
"I read the Bible while in prison
and found out that the Bible is God's
Word . Jesus is the Saviour for all
mankind. If the Japanese people
accept Jesus as their Saviour, they
will have the light of life and the
love of Jesus will control their
lives." That was call enough for me.
At last we were of-I the ship and
the superintendent of the Japanese
Free Methodist Mission took us to
a rooming house. We had expecte.d
to go to some kind of warm shelter.
but it seemed that such accommodations were not obtained. Paul became very sick because of the quick
change from heated rooms to a cold
barn-like building. We took him to
an army hospital where it was warm,
but oh! so hard to go away and leave
him.
The next day after placing our
year-old baby in the hospital Mrs.
De Shazer went to see him and I went
to speak in two churches in Tokyo.
I told the people that I was glad that
they were not shooting at me and I
was not dropping bombs on them.
The Lord helped me to tell them
power

,bout Jesus and they received the
nessage with much enthusiasm. I
elt happy that the Lord would give
ne an opportunity to speak to so
nany Japanese people. An interlreter gave excellent interpretation.
Paul was in the hospital a week.
:t was the hardest trial that my wife
lr I had ever experienced (worse to
ne than any war experience) , but we
mew that the Lord knows what is
oest. We were glad when the little
'ellow could be with us again and we
vvere soon settled in a home in Osaka.
We moved into the upstairs apartment of a Japanese home and set up
our American oil stove. Paul was
,oon in good health and I was free
to answer calls for speaking engagements.
It was a great experience to make
an altar call in Japan . I had been
told by some of the old-time missionaries that the Japanese people
would not respond to altar calls.
Howev er, the Holy Spirit told me to
"Give the Gospel message and let
the people have an opportunity to
confess Christ as their Saviour." The
t hird time that I spoke in Japan in
t h e F'use Church in Osaka I asked
h e unsaved to come forward and
publicly confess Christ as Saviour.
There wa s a grea t response. The
church was packed and some stood
o utside. Nearly everyone stood up
to confess Christ as their Saviour!
ecause of the congestion, no one
could come for ward. Since that time
I have seen thousands of people enthusiastica lly accept Christ as their
Saviour. The Gospel message has
powe r to win people to Christ. The
p eople in Japan do not need stories
but they need someone to tell them
tha t God 's own Son died on the
cross to p ay the penalty for their sins
an d God's own Word will convince
them .
The J a panese people were hospitable from the first, and we were
given a welcome dinner at all the
F r ee Methodist churches. Mrs. De
Shazer became busy with a Bible
class at home every night. The Yoshiki family, in whose home we live,
became concerned about their etern a l home and five of the family became Chr istians.
I w ent to many factories and was

glad to see hundreds of young people
confess Christ as their Saviour. Some
times more than a thousand would
respond. I would receive a great
blessing and although I was tired the
Lord gave me strength to go on to
the next field which was truly "ripe
unto harvest."
One time in the early spring of
1949 the manager of a big theater in
Osaka invited us to see the newsreel
which was taken on our arrival in
Japan. All of the Japanese prison
guards who could be found, many
who had treated us with cruelty
as our captors, were invited to a
gathering in this theater. Some 2000
people were on hand, including Captain Kato, the head guard of the
prison at Nanking. The movie-going
people listened to the Gospel message
and saw Christ's teaching demonstrated. Perhaps this was one of the
strangest gatherings in the history
of humanity, in which a prisoner
ancl his prison guards met again.
On June 17, 1949, I was invited to
see Prince Takamatsu, brother of the
Emperor. I did not know what to do
in the presence of royalty. However, I was with Lt. Col. C. D. Hill
and followed his example. He shook
the Prince's hand and said, "How do
you do?" Then we sat down and a
servant brought us tea and cakes. I
was glad for the opportunity to give
the message of the Christian hope to
Prince Takamatsu. I also expressed
my thanks to the Prince for the Emperor's mercy in sparing my life
during the war.
Two of m y former guards are well
on their way to becoming Christians.
One of the Japanese men who captured me in China has confessed
Christ as his Saviour and has made
a decision to go out and preach the
tidings of salvation to his own people.
We have spent much time in language study since our arrival in Ja-
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pan. But people have been so responsive to the Christian message
that it is hard to take time to study
the language. However, we are convinced that it is necessary to learn
the language. For example, Japanese
Christians of the best denominations
still work on Sunday. They even
build their churches on Sunday.
Since we cannot talk directly to the
Christians it is hard to influence
them. They know very little of self
6

denial for Christ's sake. Because of
this lack spiritual wisdom, the blessing of God does not abide upon the
majority of the Japanese Christians
and pastors. Many pastors do not
tell the Gospel story when they
preach. We need to be able to show
the pastors the way to tell in their
own language about the death of
God's Son for the sins of all mankind. A typical Sunday topic would
be "Shall We Stay in the Japan
United Church of Christ?" And, in
turn, the complaints of the people is :
"We don't understand the Christian
faith." Japan needs missionaries who
know the Gospel and who know the
Japanese language.
We have tried to help by giving
out great quantities of literature,
holding many Christian services, and
by writing articles for periodicals.
On last November 25, the Rev. Mr.
Oda, a Japanese pastor, and -I were
invited to Tokyo to hold a one-week
evangelistic campaign. I was still
having language study and did not
want to go just at that particular
time. I tried to postpone the week's
services but couldn't. When we arrived in Tokyo we found that the
whole affair had been mismanaged
but we started in to make the best of
our opportunity. We worked as hard
as we could. We were able to go to
many large colleges and to the biggest churches in Tokyo. More than
8000 people were spoken to and some
1300 made confessions of Christ as
their personal Saviour. We felt God's
presence in a wonderful, blessed way.
We realized more of the power of
Jesus who said: "All power is given
unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go
ye therefore . .. " (Matt. 28:18, 19) .
A short time after returning to
Osaka another precious baby boy
came to our .home. He was born December 11, 1949. We called him John
Douglas.
We have had much assurance from
God that "He is directing our paths."
God has r aised up the generation of
American people to build up the
work of His kingdom throughout the
world. We can see that we all need
to work together. It takes all of us,
working together under the Holy
Spirit to carry out the Great Commission.
power

